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Opinion/Articles/Editorials 

Op-Eds/Articles/Editorials 

Omicron threat 

Source: Editorial, Dawn, Islamabad , 2022-01-16 

AS Pakistan grapples with the fifth coronavirus wave fuelled by the Omicron variant, the state must take timely 

decisions to avert a public health disaster. Sindh, and Karachi in particular, is an area of major concern as the highest 

numbers are being reported from the province. The contribution of the metropolis to the country’s Covid-19 tally, 

already alarming at 66pc, increased to nearly .....  more >> 

 

A new economic model 

Source: Nasir Iqbal & Muhammad Aqeel Anwar, The News, International , 2022-01-16 

The Covid-19 pandemic posed unprecedented challenges to Pakistan’s economy and exposed the vulnerabilities of 

the current growth model of Pakistan based on brick and mortar. The Omicron-driven fifth wave has started with an 

exponential increase in positive cases of 3.16 percent in the last few days. The pandemic exposed the resilience of 

the current growth model and raised questions on it.....  more >> 

 

Taking care of mental health 

Source: Rabia Siddique, The News, International , 2022-01-16 

The Covid-19 pandemic has increased the difficulties in dealing with health issues. No nation, however rich or 

developed, has escaped its impact. This will continue to affect people, of all ages, in many ways: through infection 

and illness, death bringing sadness to surviving family members; through the economic impact, with job losses and 

job insecurity; and physical distancing leading to social .....  more >> 

 

Avoiding Superspreaders 

Source: Editorial, The Nation, Islamabad , 2022-01-16 

With as many as 96 food stalls to cater to the thousands that have poured into the Beach View Park, Karachi Eat is 

an event that seems to be undisturbed by the ongoing fifth wave. The fact that such a large event is taking place in 

a city where the positivity ratio has surpassed 31 percent is perplexing. Without any official federal limitations 

imposed, it is up to the provincial government to tak.....  more >> 

 

Profits on death 

Source: Andre Damon, The News, International , 2022-01-17 

On Monday, as the United States recorded one million Covid-19 cases, three times higher than the peak of previous 

waves, the Dow Jones Industrial Average closed up by 400 points, setting a new all-time record. The rally continued 

Tuesday, as the US crossed another grim milestone: 100,000 hospitalizations from the pandemic, eclipsing the level 

of the surge over the summer. Child hospitalizations.....  more >> 

 

“Health Security” in the New National Security Paradigm 

Source: Dr Nadeem Jan, Daily Times , 2022-01-18 

On the 14th of January 2022, the Prime Minister of Pakistan launched the first national security policy. This 

comprehensive document covers all aspects of human and national security and has presented policy options, 

challenges, and statements of intent on all most all matters of national interest. A cursory look at the policy reveals 

the level of efforts put in to provide a reasonable shape.....  more >> 
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Good Bye 2021 

Source: Imtiaz Rafi Butt, Daily Times , 2022-01-18 

The year 2021 was nothing short of revolutionary and historical in multiple facets. In various areas of life, events took 

place that have a lasting effect on the fate of humanity and the planet for decades. 2021 was a year that was 

reminiscent of the human condition; a convoluted amalgam of pessimism with optimism, hope with fear, death and 

life, darkness and light. The major narrative that comes .....  more >> 

 

Mess of pandemic! 

Source: Dr Rana Jawad Asghar, The Express Tribune, Islamabad , 2022-01-18 

Two years into this pandemic, I am now exhausted by eminent scientists driving us into the jungle where variants are 

fighting off vaccinations and wizard of Oz misdirecting the travelers to a magical hill of herd immunity. Yes, these 

scientists are on the top of their fields but unfortunately their field is not public health. Some know very well how 

viruses spread in laboratory settings or how to .....  more >> 

 

Another Covid wave 

Source: Editorial, The Express Tribune, Islamabad , 2022-01-18 

The country is now in the grip of a fifth wave of the coronavirus pandemic. The best protection from the Omicron 

variant is to practise precautions prescribed by medical experts. Follow preventive measures and stay safe. The 

federal and provincial governments are taking steps to protect people from the fast spreading Omicron variant of the 

unusual coronavirus. The NCOC, in consultation with the pr.....  more >> 

 

Inequality report 

Source: Editorial, The News, International , 2022-01-18 

The latest Oxfam report is an eye-opening document. We knew about the poverty prevalent in countries such as 

Pakistan but the finding that Asia’s richest one percent now own more wealth than the poorest 90 percent is 

disturbing. Oxfam has proposed imposition of a wealth tax of two to five percent on Asia’s multimillionaires and 

billionaires, by which an additional $776 billion can be r.....  more >> 

 

It is going to be the economy, stupid 

Source: Mosharraf Zaidi, The News, International , 2022-01-18 

Most of the discussion about the economy in the mainstream media in Pakistan suffers from a universal malaise that 

afflicts conversation everywhere: the infantilisation of discourse. In the infantilised discourse we are all now subjects 

of, you must pick a side. The side you choose needs to be able to articulate its core values and mission 

unambiguously, ideally in a video that makes its point .....  more >> 

 

Ambiguous loss 

Source: Rafia Zakaria, Dawn, Islamabad , 2022-01-19 

WE are required to do it constantly now … make decisions that could determine whether we or our loved ones live 

or die. It is a debate and a conversation that will go on. Is that friend to be trusted? How careful is she? Does she 

don a mask and has she been vaccinated multiple times? Has she limited her social interactions? Is she part of the 

crowd that has decided that vaccines are importa.....  more >> 

 

Omicron in Karachi 

Source: Editorial, Dawn, Islamabad , 2022-01-19 

WITH the wedding season in full swing, it is no surprise that the Covid positivity rate in Karachi has been touching 

40pc of late What is also of concern is that among those infected by the Omicron variant are at least 500 health 
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workers, including doctors, nurses and paramedics. This strain has infected thousands of people across the country. 

In fact, the actual figure — including for infec.....  more >> 

 

Asia’s unequal face 

Source: Mustafa Talpur, The News, International , 2022-01-19 

Extreme concentration of income, wealth and political power in the hands of a tiny male minority is tearing our 

societies apart, depriving opportunities for the majority, warming up the planet, pushing people into poverty and 

ultimately causing desperation and death. Unless a fundamental shift is made to the global economic system, 

consumption pattern, distribution of power and privilege the un.....  more >> 

 

Alarming spread 

Source: Editorial, The News, International , 2022-01-19 

The fast spread of Covid-19 is not something any country can take lightly, with daily new cases of coronavirus having 

surpassed the 5000 mark. This is the highest we have hit in six months since August 2021. With 5,034 new cases in 

24 hours on January 17, 2022, alarm bells should be ringing across the country. One hopes that an appropriate 

response from both the government and citizens will be for.....  more >> 
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National News 

Islamabad 

Covid-19 vaccination target for 2021 met: minister 

Source: Aamir Yasin, Dawn, Islamabad , 2022-01-17 

ISLAMABAD: Minister for Planning and Development Asad Umar on Friday said Pakistan had achieved its target of 

vaccinating 70 million people against Covid-19 set for 2021, with 46 per cent having been fully inoculated. On the 

other hand, the country saw 515 people getting infected in a single day – the highest number since Nov 10, 2021 

when 637 had tested positive. In his tweet, the mi.....  more >> 

 

Govt mulls over curbs as Covid cases resurge 

Source: Ikram Junaidi, Dawn, Islamabad , 2022-01-16 

ISLAMABAD: As Pakistan recorded the highest number of coronavirus cases after nearly five months and with 

positivity rate surging to 8.16 per cent, the National Command and Operation Centre (NCOC) on Saturday urged the 

provinces to review the situation and decide about placing restrictions on public gatherings, weddings, schools, 

restaurants and public transport. The situation has turned serious .....  more >> 

 

Corona resurge restores controls 

Source: M Waqar Bhatti, The News, International , 2022-01-16 

ISLAMABAD/KARACHI: The National Command and Operations Centre (NCOC) on Saturday reviewed the existing 

protocols and called on the health and education ministers to suggest a new set of guidelines amid the fifth wave of 

coronavirus that has worried the government. The new set of SOPs will be put forth in a meeting on January 17, with 

its focus on schools and the education sector as a whole, publi.....  more >> 

 

Omicron to follow more worrisome variants: experts 

Source: Agencies, The News, International , 2022-01-16 

ISLAMABAD: Get ready to learn more Greek letters. Scientists warn that Omicron’s whirlwind advance practically 

ensures it won’t be the last version of the coronavirus to worry the world. Every infection provides a chance for the 

virus to mutate, and Omicron has an edge over its predecessors: It spreads way faster despite emerging on a planet 

with a stronger patchwork of immunity fro.....  more >> 

 

F-9 vaccination centre reopens tomorrow after citizens’ outcry 

Source: Aamir Yasin | Ikram Junaidi |, Dawn, Islamabad , 2022-01-16 

ISLAMABAD:The National Command and Operation Centre (NCOC) has directed reopening of the mass vaccination 

centre in F-9 Park after strong protests by citizens and severe criticism on social media against its closure. On the 

other hand, Covid-19 claimed two lives and infected over 450 people in Rawalpindi and Islamabad in a single day. 

District Health Officer (DHO) Islamabad Dr Zaeem Zia confirme.....  more >> 

 

Two COVID-19 deaths 

Source: Muhammad Qasim, The News, International , 2022-01-16 

Islamabad : Coronavirus illness, COVID-19 outbreak that had lost intensity in the last three months of the year 2021 

here in Islamabad Capital Territory and Rawalpindi district once again started hitting population in the region with 

much severity particularly in the last one week as the positivity rate of the infection became three times as compared 

to the rate recorded seven days back. In the.....  more >> 
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Govt lowers age limit for Covid-19 booster dose 

Source: Abdul Rasheed Azad, Business Recorder, Islamabad , 2022-01-15 

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan, Friday, approved Covid-19 vaccine booster jabs for the citizens above the age of 18 years 

as the country recorded 7.36 percent coronavirus positivity since August 2021,as it detected 3,567 cases after 

carrying out 48,449 nationwide tests, Covid-19-related data released by the National Command and Operation 

Centre’s (NCOC) said. The country also reported seven Covid-.....  more >> 

 

Surge in Covid-19; NCOC calls meeting of education, health ministers 

Source: Abdul Rasheed Azad, Business Recorder, Islamabad , 2022-01-16 

ISLAMABAD: The National Command and Operation Centre (NCOC), in a bid to contain the alarming spread of the 

Covid-19 amid the fifth wave, has summoned a meeting of the provincial education and health ministers on January 

17. The NCOC took this decision here on Saturday at a time when the country recorded a coronavirus positivity ratio 

of 8.16 percent, which is the highest since August 11, .....  more >> 

 

Centre asks provinces to take strict measures to tackle Omicron 

Source: Tahir Niaz, The Nation, Islamabad , 2022-01-16 

ISLAMABAD - The National Command and Operation Centre (NCOC) imposed a complete ban on serving snacks 

and meals in flights and public transport from January 17, according to a press release issued by the forum. The 

NCOC has also summoned a meeting of the provincial education and health ministers on January 17 to suggest a 

new set of non-pharmaceutical interventions (NPIs) focusing on the educat.....  more >> 

 

Punjab reports 722 new coronavirus cases 

Source: Staff Reporter, The News, International , 2022-01-16 

LAHORE - As many as 722 cases of coronavirus were reported in the province on Saturday while two deaths were 

reported due to the pandemic in the last 24 hours. According to the data shared by the spokesperson for Punjab 

Primary and Secondary Healthcare Department (P&SHD), the number of coronavirus cases in the province reached 

451,509 while total number of deaths recorded 13,084 so far. The P&.....  more >> 

 

Daily count of Corona cases in Pakistan goes up alarmingly 

Source: Tahir Niaz, The Nation, Islamabad , 2022-01-15 

ISLAMABAD - The country reported over 3000 new Covid-19 cases for the second consecutive day on Friday as it 

reported 3,567 new cases during the last 24 hours. At least seven more people succumbed to the virus during the 

same period. The NCOC data shows that with 3,567 new cases, the overall tally of such cases has risen to 1,315,834. 

With seven fresh deaths, the death toll has reached 28,999. T.....  more >> 

 

Covid-19 positivity spike continues in Islamabad, Pindi 

Source: Aamir Yasin | Ikram Junaidi, Dawn, Islamabad , 2022-01-17 

ISLAMABAD: While the fifth wave of Covid-19 is rapidly moving towards its peak, the federal capital on Sunday 

reported 366 cases with the positivity rate increasing to 7 per cent. On the other hand, the city’s weekly positivity, 

which is considered more authentic, also went up threefold from 1.85pc to 5.38pc. Meanwhile, two educational 

institutions have been closed after Covid-19 cases the.....  more >> 

 

Pakistan logs over 4,000 COVID-19 cases for second straight day 

Source: Our Correspondent, The News, International , 2022-01-17 

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan logged more than 4,000 COVID-19 cases for the second straight day, as the Omicron variant 

of the virus continues to push infection rates across the country amid the fifth wave of the pandemic, data from the 
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National Command and Operation Centre (NCOC) showed Sunday, says a Geo News report. As per the latest 

statistics of the NCOC, a total of 51,236 tests were conducted in th.....  more >> 

 

Pakistan logs over 4,000 COVID-19 cases for second straight day 

Source: News Desk, The News, International , 2022-01-17 

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan logged more than 4,000 COVID-19 cases for the second straight day, as the Omicron variant 

of the virus continues to push infection rates across the country amid the fifth wave of the pandemic, data from the 

National Command and Operation Centre (NCOC) showed Sunday, says a Geo News report. As per the latest 

statistics of the NCOC, a total of 51,236 tests were conducted in th.....  more >> 

 

Pakistan logs over 4,000 COVID-19 cases for second straight day 

Source: News Desk, The News, International , 2022-01-17 

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan logged more than 4,000 COVID-19 cases for the second straight day, as the Omicron variant 

of the virus continues to push infection rates across the country amid the fifth wave of the pandemic, data from the 

National Command and Operation Centre (NCOC) showed Sunday, says a Geo News report. As per the latest 

statistics of the NCOC, a total of 51,236 tests were conducted in th.....  more >> 

 

One dies of COVID-19 from ICT, 490 cases reported 

Source: Muhammad Qasim, The News, International , 2022-01-17 

Islamabad : Another patient suffering from coronavirus illness, COVID-19 belonging to the federal capital has died of 

the illness in the last 24 hours while 490 new patients have been diagnosed with the illness from Islamabad Capital 

Territory and Rawalpindi district which is the highest number of cases reported in a day from the twin cities in the last 

133 days. After reporting of a tremendous.....  more >> 

 

Decision on schools closure likely today 

Source: Our Correspondent, The News, International , 2022-01-17 

Islamabad: The federal and provincial health and education ministers will meet today (Monday) to discuss ways and 

means to prevent the spread of coronavirus in schools, colleges, and universities. The National Command and 

Operation Centre called the meeting in view of the rising coronavirus cases, especially those of the fast-spreading 

Omicron variant. The decision about whether or not to close.....  more >> 

 

Sample testing underway in schools across country as virus cases spike 

Source: Imran Mukhtar / Mansoor Ali, The Nation, Islamabad , 2022-01-18 

ISLAMABAD - The National Command and Operation Centre (NCOC) Monday discussed a new set of non-

pharmaceutical interventions (NPIs) to contain the spike in coronavirus cases in the country. It was decided that the 

new NPIs would be implemented by the provinces in next 48 hours after consultations with all the stakeholders. The 

NCOC meeting chaired by Federal Minister for Planning, Development an.....  more >> 

 

Rapid Covid spread leads to eight edu institutions closure in capital 

Source: Mansoor Ali, The Nation, Islamabad , 2022-01-18 

ISLAMABAD - The rapidly spiking positivity rate of Covid-19 has led to closure of eight educational institutes in 

Islamabad. On the recommendations of district health officer (DHO), the district administration of Islamabad has 

sealed eight educational institutes in federal capital. The list of sealed institutes shared by DHO Islamabad includes 

Islamabad Model College for Girls F-6/2, Islamabad Mod.....  more >> 
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Covid booster shots declared mandatory 

Source: Jamil Mirza/Shabbir Hussain, The Express Tribune, Islamabad , 2022-01-18 

RAWALPINDI/ISLAMABAD: With the positivity rate of coronavirus currently hovering at 10.12 per cent and the death 

of two more patients, the Rawalpindi District Health Authority has declared it mandatory for employees of all provincial 

and federal institutions to receive their pending booster vaccines. In case any employees refuse to get jabbed, the 

heads of government institutions have been autho.....  more >> 

 

‘Trial of Chinese medicine for Covid-19 successful in Pakistan’ 

Source: News Report, The News, International , 2022-01-18 

KARACHI: Local health authorities on Monday announced the completion of a successful clinical trial of Chinese 

traditional herbal medicine for treating Covid-19, as Pakistan enters a fifth wave of the pandemic driven by the 

Omicron variant. The Chinese medicine, Jinhua Qinggan Granules (JHQG) manufactured by Juxiechang (Beijing) 

Pharmaceutical Co Ltd, is already being used in the treatment of C.....  more >> 

 

NCOC discusses preventive steps to contain corona spread 

Source: App, The News, International , 2022-01-18 

ISLAMABAD: The National Command and Operation Centre (NCOC) on Monday discussed a new set of non-

pharmaceutical interventions (NPIs) to contain the spike in coronavirus cases in the country. It was decided that the 

new NPIs would be implemented by all the provinces in the next 48 hours after consultations with all the stakeholders. 

The NCOC meeting, chaired by Federal Minister for Planning, Dev.....  more >> 

 

COVID-19 kills one, 8 educational institutions sealed 

Source: Muhammad Qasim, The News, International , 2022-01-18 

Islamabad: As many as 536 new patients have been tested positive for coronavirus illness, COVID-19 from Islamabad 

Capital Territory and Rawalpindi district in the last 24 hours showing the outbreak has started hitting population in 

the region much hard while the district health office ICT has ordered to seal eight educational institutions after 

reporting of at least 22 COVID-19 cases from their pr.....  more >> 

 

Schools closure decision after COVID-19 data review 

Source: Jamila Achakzai, The News, International , 2022-01-18 

Islamabad: While considering tighter restrictions to fight the fifth coronavirus wave driven by the Omicron variant, the 

National Command and Operation Centre, the country's top body overseeing the pandemic response, on Monday 

announced that it would decide about the proposed closure of educational institutions only after thoroughly examining 

the incidence. It, however, didn't disclose .....  more >> 

 

Six more educational institutions sealed as positivity rate rises in capital 

Source: Munawer Azeem, Dawn, Islamabad , 2022-01-18 

ISLAMABAD: Six more schools and colleges were sealed in the capital on Monday after 16 students and employees 

were found infected with Covid-19. Besides, the positivity rate jumped to 10.72 per cent from 7pc on Sunday. Officials 

of the capital administration said the number of educational institutions closed in the last 48 hours had risen to eight. 

The officials said three cases each were detec.....  more >> 

 

Daily Covid cases top 5,000 after eight months 

Source: Ikram Junaidi, Dawn, Islamabad , 2022-01-19 

ISLAMABAD: The second highest number of Covid-19 cases was reported on Tuesday across the country since 

April 29 last year, when 5,113 cases were reported. According to the data released by the National Command and 
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Operation Centre (NCOC), 5,034 cases and 10 deaths were reported in the past 24 hours. On Dec 25 last year, 

Islamabad had confirmed its first case and later it was officially announce.....  more >> 

 

Nine more schools, colleges sealed in capital, smart lockdown in six Pindi localities 

Source: Staff Reporter, Dawn, Islamabad , 2022-01-19 

ISLAMABAD: Nine more educational institutions were sealed in Islamabad after detection of Covid-19 virus among 

their students and staff. Meanwhile, a smart lockdown was imposed in six localities of Rawalpindi district after 

emergence of more than three cases in each of the areas. Officials of the capital administration said the Islamabad 

Model College for Girls (IMCG), F-7/2, was sealed after de.....  more >> 

 

Call to make coordinated efforts to curb spread of Covid-19 

Source: Staff Reporter, Dawn, Islamabad , 2022-01-19 

ISLAMABAD: While expressing concern over rise in the number of Covid-19 cases following emergence of the 

Omicron variant in Pakistan, stakeholders have emphasised the need for making coordinated efforts by the 

government as well as private organisations to effectively cope with the situation. They expressed these remarks 

while speaking at an event organised by an Italian organisation to reflect u.....  more >> 

 

One death, 667 cases from twin cities 

Source: Muhammad Qasim, The News, International , 2022-01-19 

Islamabad : The number of patients being tested positive for coronavirus illness, COVID-19 from Islamabad Capital 

Territory and Rawalpindi district has continued to register a tremendous increase as in the last 24 hours, another 665 

patients have been reported from the twin cities taking the tally to 149,353 while the virus claimed one more life from 

Rawalpindi district that has taken death toll f.....  more >> 

 

NCOC imposes restrictions on schools in cities with high Covid-19 ratio 

Source: Our Correspondent, The Express Tribune, Islamabad , 2022-01-19 

ISLAMABAD: The National Command and Operation Center (NCOC) on Wednesday announced new restrictions in 

cities with an over 10% Covid-19 positivity ratio as the country battles the fifth wave of the deadly pandemic. Pakistan 

has reported about 5,472 new coronavirus cases in the last 24 hours, the highest since August last year. According 

to the forum, the Covid-19 positivity ratio has reached 9.4.....  more >> 

 

Country reports 5,034 new Covid-19 cases as positivity ratio soars to 9.75pc 

Source: Abdul Rasheed Azad, Business Recorder, Islamabad , 2022-01-19 

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan on Tuesday reported 5,034 new coronavirus cases with a positivity ratio of 9.75 percent, 

which is the highest daily infections tally since August 8, 2021, when the country recorded 5,661 infections. According 

to the official data released by the National Command and Operation Centre (NCOC), the country also registered 10 

more deaths, taking the death toll to 29,029, since .....  more >> 

 

Covid-19: NCOC likely to impose smart lockdown in cities 

Source: APP, Business Recorder, Islamabad , 2022-01-19 

ISLAMABAD: Parliamentary Secretary for National Health Services Dr Nausheen Hamid on Tuesday said that the 

National Command and Operations Centre (NCOC) was considering the enforcement of smart lockdown in major 

hotspot cities, where high Omicron positivity ratio were witnessed. The decision to impose smart and mini lockdown 

in high corona positive areas of country would be taken on the direc.....  more >> 
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Centre ‘may consider smart-lockdown’ in cities with high ratio 

Source: Agencies, The Nation, Islamabad , 2022-01-19 

ISLAMABAD - Parliamentary Secretary for National Health Services Dr Nausheen Hamid said Tuesday that the 

National Command and Operations Centre (NCOC) considering the enforcement of smart-lockdown in major hotspot 

cities, where high Omicron positivity ratios were witnessed. The decision to impose smart and mini-lockdown in high 

corona positive areas of country would be taken on the directives o.....  more >> 

 

9 more educational institutions closed due to Covid-19 cases 

Source: Mansoor Ali, The Nation, Islamabad , 2022-01-19 

Islamabad-The tally of educational institutes sealed by authorities in Islamabad has reached 17 as nine more 

educational institutes have been closed down after Covid-19 cases were reported there. According to the new list 

shared by District Health Officer (DHO) Dr Zaeem Zia, nine more educational institutes were closed in Islamabad 

due to increase in Covid-19 positivity rate. These educational .....  more >> 

 

Govt mulls schools closure for unvaccinated children below 12 

Source: News Desk, Daily Times , 2022-01-19 

The federal government is mulling over schools’ closure for children under the age of 12, as they are yet to be 

vaccinated, Parliamentary Secretary on Health Dr Nausheen Hamid said Tuesday. Speaking to a local TV channel, 

she said the government does not plan on closing schools where children above 12 years, staff, and teachers have 

been vaccinated. Dr Hamid said the National Command and O.....  more >> 

 

NPIs issued for capital as positivity rate crosses 11pc 

Source: Aamir Yasin | Munawer Azeem, Dawn, Islamabad , 2022-01-20 

ISLAMABAD:With no let-up in the number of Covid-19 cases, the capital administration on Wednesday issued a list 

of non-pharmaceutical interventions (NPIs) to prevent spread of the virus. Islamabad’s positivity rate jumped to 11.8 

per cent on Wednesday from 8.86pc the previous day. Besides, three more educational institutions were sealed in 

Islamabad and two in Rawalpindi after both distric.....  more >> 

 

Tarin tests positive for Covid-19 

Source: Zaheer Abbasi, Business Recorder, Islamabad , 2022-01-20 

ISLAMABAD: A meeting of the Economic Coordi-nation Committee (ECC) of the Cabinet convened Wednesday has 

been postponed besides other engagements subsequent to Finance Minister Shaukat Tarin reportedly testing 

positive for coronavirus. An official of the Finance Ministry said that the meeting has been postponed because the 

finance minister was tested positive and it remains unclear whether th.....  more >> 

 

Record tax collection received despite Covid challenges, says PM 

Source: Mateen Haider, The Nation, Islamabad , 2022-01-20 

ISLAMABAD - Prime Minister Imran Khan has made it clear that stern action will be taken against all those elements 

that can create hurdles in the way of exports and growth of the agriculture industry. “All impediments are being 

removed to facilitate the registration process of SMEs”, Prime Minister Imran Khan said this while addressing the 

launching ceremony of the National SME Poli.....  more >> 

 

Centre bans indoor dining again as virus cases rise 

Source: Our Staff Reporter, The Nation, Islamabad , 2022-01-20 

ISLAMABAD - The National Command and Operation Centre (NCOC) Wednesday banned all types of indoor 

gatherings, weddings and dining for cities and districts having over 10 percent Covid-19 positivity rate as part of its 
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efforts to tackle the fifth wave of pandemic driven by Omicron variant. The forum decided to implement a number of 

fresh non-pharmaceutical interventions (NPIs) to tackle the virus a.....  more >> 

 

1127 new cases of coronavirus reported in Punjab 

Source: Our Staff Reporter, The Nation, Islamabad , 2022-01-20 

LAHORE - As many as 1127 new cases of coronavirus were reported in Punjab on Wednesday whereas no death 

was reported during the last 24 hours. According to the data shared by the spokesperson of Punjab Primary and 

Secondary Healthcare Department (P&SHD), the number of coronavirus cases in the province reached 455,600 

while total number of deaths recorded 13,088 so far. The P&SHD confirmed .....  more >> 

 

3 more Islamabad schools sealed 

Source: Mansoor Ali, The Nation, Islamabad , 2022-01-20 

ISLAMABAD -The authorities in Islamabad have sealed three more educational institutes due to spike in Covid-19 

cases. According to the latest details, 23 students tested positive for the Covid-19. District Health Officer (DHO) staid 

that almost 50 cases have been reported in more than 24 schools/colleges in the last four days. In a bid to stop 

further spread of Covid-19 in schools, DHO in a letter.....  more >> 

 

Curbs loom as capital sees largest single-day increase in Covid infections 

Source: Munawer Azeem, Dawn, Islamabad , 2022-01-21 

ISLAMABAD: The capital city witnessed the highest number of Covid-19 cases in a single day since the beginning 

of the pandemic in March 2020, after 1,131 people were reported to be infected with the virus on Thursday. In 

Rawalpindi, 255 new cases were reported on the same day. The twin cities recorded a total of five deaths from the 

virus over the last 24 hours – two in Islamabad and three .....  more >> 

 

PM sees 5.37pc GDP growth despite Covid-19 

Source: Recorder Report, Business Recorder, Islamabad , 2022-01-21 

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister Imran Khan said on Thursday that despite Covid-19 pandemic, the country is projected 

to achieve 5.37pc GDP growth in the ongoing fiscal year, which will be a big achievement. While chairing a meeting 

of party spokespersons, he said that all-out efforts are being made to improve the economy, as without economic 

stability no country can make a progress. According .....  more >> 

 

Country reports 6,808 fresh Covid-19 cases; positivity ratio soars to 11.55pc 

Source: Abdul Rasheed Azad, Business Recorder, Islamabad , 2022-01-21 

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan, Thursday, reported the second-highest Covid-19 infections tally since the pandemic outbreak 

as 6,808 new coronavirus cases at a positivity ratio of 11.55 percent were reported, taking the nationwide tally of 

infections to 1,345,801. According to the Covid-19 data released by the National Command and Operation Centre 

(NCOC), the country also reported five Covid-19 deaths, .....  more >> 
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Khyber Pakhtunkhwa 

Screening at airport, Torkham stepped up 

Source: Our Correspondent, The Express Tribune, Islamabad , 2022-01-15 

PESHAWAR: Due to the increasing number of Omicron cases in Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa (K-P) the provincial Health 

Department has doubled the number of its staff deployed at the Torkham crossing and Bacha Khan International 

Airport and an isolation ward has been reactivated at Landi Kotal hospital. Talking to The Express Tribune an official 

of the Director Public Health Naik Dad Afridi said that the Covi.....  more >> 

 

Omicron test mandatory for Covid positive people at Torkham, Peshawar airport 

Source: Ashfaq Yusufzai, Dawn, Islamabad , 2022-01-18 

ESHAWAR: The health department made Omicron test mandatory for those testing positive for Covid-19 at Pakistan-

Afghanistan border and Bacha Khan International Airport, Peshawar, to detect the people infected with the new 

variant as three more died of coronavirus and 108 new cases were reported in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa on Monday. 

The director of public health, Dr Nekdad Khan Afridi, said that the sam.....  more >> 

 

KP’s Covid funds: Rs1.388b irregularities, 296 million fraudulent payments 

Source: Arshad Aziz Malik, The News, International , 2022-01-19 

PESHAWAR: The Auditor General of Pakistan has found serious irregularities and anomalies amounting to Rs1,388 

million during the special audit of COVID-19 funds of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Health Department for the financial year 

2020-21. This also includes fraudulent payments of Rs296 million. the report also exposed negligence, weaknesses, 

lack of financial control of the health department, highlighti.....  more >> 

 

Record 254,000 commuters use BRT service 

Source: Bureau report, The News, International , 2022-01-19 

PESHAWAR: A record 254, 000 people used the Bus Rapid Transit (BRT) Peshawar service — the highest ever 

daily commuting - on Tuesday. TransPeshawar spokes- person Muhammad Umair Khan said after the successful 

commencement in the provincial capital, the BRT system had facilitated tens of thousands of residents of the city. 

He said after bringing the COVID 19 situation under control with t.....  more >> 

 

KP health dept rules out closure of schools due to Covid 

Source: Ashfaq Yusufzai, Dawn, Islamabad , 2022-01-20 

PESHAWAR: The health department has ruled out closure of schools as Covid-19 positivity remains just one per 

cent in educational institutions of Khyber Pakhtunkwa. A report issued by Public Health Reference Laboratory at 

Khyber Medical University said that 37 new Omicron patients were detected, making total of the people infected with 

new variant 145 in the province. It said that the virus was la.....  more >> 

 

Vaccine hesitancy stymies Covid fight 

Source: Umer Farooq, The Express Tribune, Islamabad , 2022-01-20 

PESHAWAR: With the Omicron variant of the coronavirus spreading like wildfire, theKhyber-Pakhtunkhwa(K-P) 

government’s focus on booster shots is misplaced given the province’s struggle with convincing the majority of its 

population to get their first jab. The provincial government opened up facilities for its residents to receive the booster 

dose against Covid-19 towards the end of l.....  more >> 
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Corona positive cases on rise in Mardan edu institutions 

Source: Our Staff Reporter, The Nation, Islamabad , 2022-01-20 

Peshawar - Positive cases of Covid-19 have increased in the education institutions of Mardan district, sources said. 

According to the sources, a total of 890 samples were collected from different education institutions of Takhatbhai, 

Rustam, Katlang and Mardan of which PCRs of 205 were performed. Covid-19 test of several teachers and students 

came positive. The test of seven female students,.....  more >> 

 

DHOs directed to enhance Covid sampling 

Source: Ashfaq Yusufzai, Dawn, Islamabad , 2022-01-21 

PESHAWAR: Health department issued new guidelines to enhance Covid-19 sampling in view of the spread of 

Omicron variant of the virus as 453 more cases were recorded in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa on Thursday. The newly-

diagnosed cases also include 44 people infected with Omicron. A report issued by Khyber Medical University said 

that the province’s tally of Omicron infected people reached 189. So f.....  more >> 

 

Punjab 

Punjab sees worst Covid day in 6 months Lahore positivity rate recorded at 9.6% 

Source: Adnan Lodhi, The Express Tribune, Islamabad , 2022-01-16 

LAHORE: Punjab health department appears helpless to handle the ongoing coronavirus wave as the number of 

patients in the province continued to rise on Saturday to the highest level in past six months. Highest number of new 

cases of Covid-19 in a day during the fifth wave in Punjab was recorded during last 24 hours as 843 patients were 

confirmed as coronavirus positive by the health department. .....  more >> 

 

Citizens urged to adopt precautionary measures against Covid-19 

Source: Our Staff Reporter, The Nation, Islamabad , 2022-01-16 

LAHORE - Punjab Chief Minister Sardar Usman Buzdar has asked the citizens to adopt precautionary measures 

against the fifth wave of coronavirus as adherence to the SOPs issued by the government is in their best interest. In 

a statement issued here on Saturday, the chief minister said: “Only by observing SOPs can people protect themselves 

from the coronavirus.” Usman Buzdar directe.....  more >> 

 

Pak students get Cambridge O Level results for Oct-Nov 2021 

Source: Our Correspondent, The News, International , 2022-01-18 

LAHORE: Thousands of students in Pakistan received Cambridge O Level, Cambridge IGCSE and Cambridge ICE 

results Monday for the October-November 2021 exam series. Over 89,000 Cambridge O Level and Cambridge 

IGCSE subject entries were made by schools for the exam series. Exams were conducted under strict Covid-19 

SOPs to keep them safe, enabling them to continue their next educational steps. In .....  more >> 

 

Covid-19 positivity rate soars but NCOC takes no decision about schools 

Source: Abdul Rasheed Azad, Business Recorder, Islamabad , 2022-01-18 

ISLAMABAD: As the country recorded a 8.71 percent Covid-19 positivity rate with 4,340 new coronavirus cases 

Monday, the National Command and Operation Centre (NCOC) did not make a decision after a meeting with the 

provincial stakeholders whether schools across the country will be closed or not, saying before taking any such 

decision it will review the Covid-19 positivity data of various institutio.....  more >> 
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Punjab reports 1,131 fresh Covid-19 cases, 2 new deaths 

Source: Recorder Report, Business Recorder, Islamabad , 2022-01-18 

LAHORE: The overall Corona positivity rate in Punjab surged to 5.75%, as out of 19666 tests conducted across the 

province, as many as 1131 fresh infections and 02 deaths were reported in the last 24 hours taking the tally of cases 

to 453,493 and death toll to 13,087. With the recovery of 114 more virus patients, the number of recovered patients 

in the province reached to 430,557. On the other.....  more >> 

 

5th Covid-19 wave; Punjab health minister, CM discuss steps aimed at dealing with challenge 

Source: Recorder Report, Business Recorder, Islamabad , 2022-01-19 

LAHORE: In the wake of fifth wave of Covid-19, the Punjab government has decided to expedite the process of 

administering booster doses to the citizens apart from ensuring strict implementation of anti-corona SOPs to keep 

the citizens safe from this virus. Provincial Health Minister Dr Yasmin Rashid meet Chief Minister Sardar Usman 

Buzdar, here on Tuesday, to discuss measures for safety from .....  more >> 

 

DC for effective measures to achieve target of corona vaccination 

Source: Our Staff Reporter, The Nation, Islamabad , 2022-01-19 

Bahawalpur - A meeting was held in the committee room of the office chaired by Deputy Commissioner Irfan Ali 

Kathia to review the steps taken under the Corona Vaccination to Every Door (RED-II) programme. Dr. Khalid 

Mahmood Arain, DHO Preventive Services, Deputy District Health Officers and other concerned officers were present 

on the occasion. The Deputy Commissioner said that effective meas.....  more >> 

 

Measures to fight off fifth coronavirus wave deliberated upon 

Source: Our Staff Reporter, The Nation, Islamabad , 2022-01-19 

LAHORE - Punjab Health Minister Dr Yasmin Rashid called on Chief Minister Sardar Usman Buzdar at his office on 

Tuesday to discuss safety measures against the fifth coronavirus wave and the progress made on the New Pakistan 

National Health Card programme. The chief minister expressed concern over the increase in corona patients and 

directed the strict implementation of anti-corona SOPs to remain.....  more >> 

 

Punjab reports 980 new cases as Covid shows no sign of abating 

Source: Staff Reporter, The Nation, Islamabad , 2022-01-19 

LAHORE - Punjab Primary and Secondary Healthcare Department (P&SHD) Secretary Imran Sikandar Baloch said 

on Tuesday that as many as 980 new cases of coronavirus were reported across the province during the last 24 

hours. In a press statement issued here, he stated that 759 positive cases were reported in Lahore, 107 in Rawalpindi, 

13 in Sialkot, 25 in Multan, 12 in Faisalabad, 10 in Gujranwa.....  more >> 

 

Schools to ensure 50pc attendance up to sixth class 

Source: Staff Reporter, Dawn, Islamabad , 2022-01-20 

LAHORE: All public and private schools in the city will conduct classes up to Grade-VI with 50 per cent students’ 

attendance every day in connection with Covid SoPs. “In all Public and Private Schools (in Lahore)… classes up to 

Grade 6 will be staggered (50% students each day) starting Jan 20th through Jan 31, 2022. Classes 7 through 12 

will remain on the previous schedule. Ple.....  more >> 

 

Lahore’s positivity rate reaches 15.2 

Source: Staff Reporter, Dawn, Islamabad , 2022-01-20 

LAHORE: With a record 15.2 Covid positivity rate in Lahore and 10.3 in Rawalpindi during the fifth wave of the 

coronavirus, the Punjab government has announced certain restrictions in the districts reporting more than 10 percent 
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positivity rate of the virus in order to curtail the infections. Witnessing a massive surge in the Covid-19 cases, Punjab 

for the first time reported over 1,000 new infec.....  more >> 

 

Classes up to grade-VI; Punjab govt decides to restrict attendance in schools to 50pc 

Source: Recorder Report, Business Recorder, Islamabad , 2022-01-20 

LAHORE: While there is no let up in the spread of Covid-19, the Punjab government in pursuance of directions of 

the National Command and Operation Center (NCOC) has decided to restrict attendance to 50 percent in public and 

private schools in Lahore for the classes up to grade 6. Punjab Education Minister Murad Raas, in a tweet, said that 

classes up to Grade 6 will be staggered in all public .....  more >> 

 

Sindh 

Murad Ali Shah in no hurry to take harsh steps for curbing spread of Covid in city 

Source: Faiza Ilyas, Dawn, Islamabad , 2022-01-15 

KARACHI: With the city’s contribution in the total number of Covid-19 cases in the country continued to increase — 

from 66 per cent to almost 80pc in a single day — provincial authorities on Friday seemed undecided about taking 

harsh measures, including lockdowns, saying they were closely monitoring the situation. “The number of deaths and 

hospitalisation hasn’t incr.....  more >> 

 

Murad Ali Shah in no hurry to take harsh steps for curbing spread of Covid in city 

Source: Faiza Ilyas, Dawn, Islamabad , 2022-01-15 

KARACHI: With the city’s contribution in the total number of Covid-19 cases in the country continued to increase — 

from 66 per cent to almost 80pc in a single day — provincial authorities on Friday seemed undecided about taking 

harsh measures, including lockdowns, saying they were closely monitoring the situation. “The number of deaths and 

hospitalisation hasn’t incr.....  more >> 

 

No new curbs in Sindh as wearing face masks made mandatory 

Source: Faiza Ilyas, Dawn, Islamabad , 2022-01-16 

KARACHI: Finally taking notice of the city’s alarming Covid-19 situation that experts believe might lead to a health 

crisis, the Sindh government on Saturday decided to go tough on the implementation of coronavirus-related 

preventive measures. According to health department officials, the Covid-19 infection rate has risen to 35.3 per cent 

in Karachi, 5.12pc in Hyderabad and 2.4pc in the res.....  more >> 

 

Alarm as Covid positivity rate touches 40pc mark in Karachi 

Source: Imran Ayub, Dawn, Islamabad , 2022-01-17 

KARACHI: With the death of a senior doctor who had contracted coronavirus and the infection rate in Karachi almost 

reaching 40 per cent mark on Sunday, the developing situation sent ripples through the medical fraternity, which 

believed that the fifth wave of Covid-19 would touch peak in the middle of the next month. They claimed that more 

than500 health workersof the city had recently been infec.....  more >> 

 

Senior doctor dies of Covid complications 

Source: M. Waqar Bhatti, The News, International , 2022-01-17 

KARACHI: A senior medical professional and two more people lost their lives due to Covid-19 in Karachi where over 

500 healthcare workers, including doctors, nurses and paramedics as well as other hospital staff, has been found 

infected with the novel coronavirus, officials said adding that Karachi’s case positivity climbed to 39.39 percent on 

Sunday. “Prof. Salahuddin Ahmed Shaikh, .....  more >> 
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Doctor dies as Covid positivity ratio soars to 40pc in Karachi 

Source: INP, Business Recorder, Islamabad , 2022-01-17 

KARACHI: A senior paediatrician, Professor Dr Salahuddin Shaikh, lost his battle with Covid-19 at a Karachi hospital 

on Sunday amid a steep rise of Omicron variant infections in the megacity. The senior doctor was under treatment 

at a private hospital of Karachi but he could not survive. Dr Salahuddin Shaikh was a highly professional specialist 

of paediatrics, practicing in Clifton area .....  more >> 

 

Sindh reports highest-ever rise in Covid tally 

Source: Agencies, Daily Times , 2022-01-18 

Sindh has reported 3,238 coronavirus over the past 24 hours, the highest-ever single-day tally recorded in the 

province. The previous highest for daily infections in Sindh was reported on January 14, when 3,089 infections were 

detected. According to the daily situation report issued by the Chief Minister’s Office, the province’s infection tally 

now stands at 504,193. Meanw.....  more >> 

 

Covid-19 cases, high oil prices drag KSE-100 down 

Source: staff Reporter, Daily Times , 2022-01-18 

As a result of rising oil prices and a rapid increase in coronavirus cases, investor sentiment in Pakistan’s stocks was 

negatively affected as the week got underway. The benchmark KSE-100 Index fell 151 points to open the week. The 

index began the day with a negative reading and fell to an intra-day low of 45,385.97, a drop of more than 370 points. 

At the close, however, the index had pared.....  more >> 

 

Alarm in Sindh over rising mortality of COVID-19 

Source: M. Waqar Bhatti, The News, International , 2022-01-18 

KARACHI: Mortality due to COVID-19 has started rising in Sindh, especially in Karachi where six more patients died 

due to complications of the infectious disease, officials said on Monday, adding that hospitalization of patients infected 

with novel coronavirus had started increasing gradually in the province. “As many as six more patients infected with 

(novel) Coronavirus died overnight, .....  more >> 

 

Minister, DC among 128 new Covid-19 cases in Hyderabad 

Source: Staff Reporter, Dawn, Islamabad , 2022-01-18 

HYDERABAD: Sindh Irrigation Minister Jam Khan Shoro, Hyderabad Deputy Commissioner Fuad Ghaffar Soomro, 

ADC-I Lal Dino Mangi and Pakistan Peoples Party (PPP) district president Saghir Qureshi tested positive for 

coronavirus on Monday. This district had reported 10pc positivity ratio a day earlier when 128 new coronavirus cases 

had emerged. Mr Shoro quarantined himself in his home. He is said to h.....  more >> 

 

Covid death rate inches up as six more lose their lives overnight 

Source: Faiza Ilyas, Dawn, Islamabad , 2022-01-18 

KARACHI: Mortalities from Covid-19 are gradually inching up as six people died of the viral infection during the last 

24 hours, official figures showed on Monday. During the past three days, total five deaths were reported as one each 

patient died on Friday and Saturday while three deaths were reported on Sunday. According to the data, six 

coronavirus patients died overnight lifting the death to.....  more >> 
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Stocks lose 151 points amid Covid spike 

Source: The Newspaper's Correspondent, Dawn, Islamabad , 2022-01-18 

KARACHI: The rising number of Covid-19 cases along with higher international oil prices kept the stock market under 

pressure on Monday, said Arif Habib Ltd. Even though the rupee recovered a bit against the dollar, trading on the 

bourse stayed dull throughout the day because of the risk aversion by stock investors. The cement sector was in the 

red zone on the back of an uptick in international co.....  more >> 

 

Many Karachi schools suspend on-campus classes amid Covid cases resurge 

Source: Shazia Hasan, Dawn, Islamabad , 2022-01-19 

KARACHI: As the Covid-19 positivity ratio rises in the country, especially in Karachi, and authorities ponder over 

whether to keep schools open or closed for children under 12 years of age, some private educational institutes in the 

metropolis have decided to revert to online classes from Wednesday. Also, the directorate of inspection and 

registration of private institutions of the school educati.....  more >> 

 

Six die, 2,829 test positive for Covid-19 in Karachi city 

Source: Faiza Ilyas, Dawn, Islamabad , 2022-01-19 

KARACHI: The metropolis saw death of six more coronavirus patients on the second straight day on Tuesday and 

increase in the number of critical patients from 260 to 297, indicating growing pressure on hospitals. According to the 

data released from the Chief Minister House on Tuesday evening, the Omicron-driven fifth wave of the coronavirus 

claimed six more lives in the metropolis over the last 24.....  more >> 

 

Omicron spreads wings in Karachi 

Source: M. Waqar Bhatti, The News, International , 2022-01-19 

KARACHI: Six more people died due to complications of Covid-19 overnight in Sindh, mostly in Karachi as city’s case 

positivity climbed up to 38.79 percent, officials said Tuesday, while two major health facilities have registered a record 

number of hospitalizations as the pandemic getting resurgence in Karachi. “As many as six more people have lost 

their lives due to the complicatio.....  more >> 

 

Govt to tighten Covid SOPs across province 

Source: Our Correspondent, The Express Tribune, Islamabad , 2022-01-19 

KARACHI: In wake of fifth wave coronavirus cases, the Punjab government has decided to tighten enforcement of 

Covid-19 standard operating procedures (SOPs) across the province. Punjab Chief Minister Sardar Usman has 

expressed concern over the increase in coronavirus patients and ordered authorities concerned to ensure strict 

implementation of safety SOPs in the province, especially in urban cent.....  more >> 

 

Schools issued guidelines to combat Omicron 

Source: Our Correspondent, The Express Tribune, Islamabad , 2022-01-19 

KARACHI: The Sindh Education Department has issued guidelines for parents to protect students from the 

coronavirus variant called Omicron. Director General of Schools Dr Mansoob Hussain Siddiqui sent a letter to all the 

schools. The letter instructed parents that Omicron is also affecting children. "Parents must get their children 

vaccinated. They should not let their children go out of the.....  more >> 

 

DG schools issues advisory for parents amid COVID-19 surge in Sindh 

Source: Our Staff Reporter, The Nation, Islamabad , 2022-01-19 

KARACHI - Amid the rising number of COVID-19 cases, the Sindh Education Department on Tuesday issued an 

advisory for parents, asking them not to take their children to weddings and public places as the government intends 
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to keep schools open. In the advisory, Director-General Schools Dr Mansoob Hussain Siddiqui noted that the new 

coronavirus variant is spreading rapidly in the country, especial.....  more >> 

 

COVID-19 claims six more lives, infects 3,283 others 

Source: Our Staff Reporter, The Nation, Islamabad , 2022-01-19 

KARACHI - As many as six more patients of Coronavirus died overnight lifting the death toll to 7,709 and 3,283 new 

cases emerged when 17,911 tests were conducted. This was stated by Sindh Chief Minister Syed Murad Ali Shah in 

a statement issued here on Tuesday. He added that six more patients of COVID-19 lost their lives lifting the death 

toll to 7,709 that constituted 1.5 percent death rate......  more >> 

 

Sindh bans indoor events as Covid cases surpass 3,000 in Karachi 

Source: Faiza Ilyas, Dawn, Islamabad , 2022-01-20 

KARACHI: City’s Covid-19 situation driven by the highly transmissible Omicron variant is turning from bad to worse 

as new cases jumped from 2,000 plus to over 3,000 in the last 24 hours, official figures said on Wednesday. With 

3,081 new cases, Karachi’s positivity rate stands at 40.13pc, the highest in the country. The infection rate is also 

rising in Hyderabad from where a total of .....  more >> 

 

Various segments of economy; NCOC revises guidelines, SOPs 

Source: Abdul Rasheed Azad, Business Recorder, Islamabad , 2022-01-20 

ISLAMABAD: The National Command and Operation Centre (NCOC), Wednesday, issued revised coronavirus 

guidelines and Standard Operating Procedures (SOPs) for various segments of the economy to contain the rapidly 

spreading coronavirus infections in the wake of the Omicron variant. The NCOC, which met here with Asad Umar in 

the chair, issued new guidelines and SOPs for the education, restaurant, .....  more >> 

 

More tests detect 26 Omicron variant, 3,648 COVID-19 cases: CM Murad 

Source: Our Staff Reporter, The Nation, Islamabad , 2022-01-20 

KARACHI - Sindh Chief Minister (CM) Syed Murad Ali Shah said that 26 more cases of Omicron variant emerged 

when 28 samples were tested lifting the tally to 500 and 3,648 new cases of COVID-19 were diagnosed through 

16,735 tests and one more patient died lifting the death toll to 7,710. Omicron The chief minister sharing the omicron 

cases report said that during the last few days 28 tests wer.....  more >> 

 

Sindh announces restrictions from Jan 24 as Omicron wave bites 

Source: Muhammad Sabih, The Nation, Islamabad , 2022-01-20 

Karachi - In the wake of rapidly increasing COVID-19 cases particularly the Omicron variant, the Sindh government 

had decided to ban indoor events from January 24, provincial government Spokesperson and Administrator Karachi 

Barrister Murtaza Wahab said on Wednesday. Addressing a presser here at Sindh Assembly, he said that 

coronavirus is spreading rapidly in Sindh as the proportion of positive.....  more >> 

 

Covid-19 claims 17 lives in city as several thousand new cases emerge 

Source: Faiza Ilyas, Dawn, Islamabad , 2022-01-21 

KARACHI: With federal and provincial authorities deliberating on how to control the alarming Covid-19 situation in 

the country, 17 patients lost their lives to coronavirus in Karachi that saw more than 3,000 new cases over the last 

24 hours, the data released by Chief Minister House on Thursday showed. According to the figures, Karachi reported 

88pc of the new Covid-19 infections detected in the .....  more >> 
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Half of city’s population infected Covid-19 claims 17 more lives during the past 24 hours 

Source: Our Correspondent, The Express Tribune, Islamabad , 2022-01-21 

KARACHI: Panic gripped the port city as record 17 deaths due to novel Coronavirus disease were reported in a day 

sending people rushing to vaccination centres again. Almost half of the city's population has been infected with Covid-

19 virus, the provincial health authorities disclosed on Thursday. According to the data shared by the Sindh Health 

Department, Covid positivity rate for Karachi.....  more >> 
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International News 

Countries News 

Omicron detected in Beijing as China battles Covid clusters 

Source: AFP, The News, International , 2022-01-16 

BEIJING: An Omicron case has been detected in Beijing, officials in the Chinese capital said on Saturday, as the 

country battles multiple outbreaks of the highly transmissible coronavirus variant ahead of the Winter Olympics. The 

announcement comes a day after the southern city of Zhuhai imposed travel restrictions on residents as a mass 

testing drive uncovered seven infections. Millions of peop.....  more >> 

 

England points to lifting of Covid curbs 

Source: Afp, The News, International , 2022-01-17 

London: Britain’s government said on Sunday it hopes to lift its latest Covid restrictions for England later this month 

with the Omicron surge of infections apparently fading. Last month, England switched to "Plan B" restrictions, re-

imposing guidance to work from home and a requirement for attendees to show vaccination passports on entry to 

larger events. The government will l.....  more >> 

 

PM tasks AICC to push Afghan welfare plans 

Source: S Rahman, The News, International , 2022-01-18 

It was in line with the golden principles of Riasat-i-Madina that in November last, Prime Minister Imran Khan 

established the Afghanistan Inter-Ministerial Coordination Cell (AICC), headed by a dynamic figure, Dr Moeed Yusuf, 

to function as a policy formulation and implementation forum for various activities aimed at the provision of 

humanitarian assistance to the people of Afghanistan. And, as.....  more >> 

 

Safety rules 

Source: Robert Reich, The News, International , 2022-01-18 

By a 6 to 3 vote, with liberal justices in dissent, the Supreme Court yesterday from enforcing a vaccine-or-testing 

mandate for large employers. (The court upheld a more modest mandate requiring vaccinations for health care 

workers who treat Medicare and Medicaid patients.) The employer mandate would have required workers to be 

vaccinated against the coronavirus or to wear masks and be tested w.....  more >> 

 

EU chief von der Leyen to isolate after Covid exposure; China’s virus cases highest in nearly two years; 

French school strike called over Covid ‘chaos’ 

Source: AFP, The News, International , 2022-01-18 

Paris: French teachers’ unions called on Monday for a second major strike this week to protest the government’s 

Covid testing and isolation protocols, which they say are severely disrupting classes. The move follows a one-day 

walkout last week that saw half of the country’s primary schools close, according to unions, who accuse authorities 

of failing to establish clear rules t.....  more >> 

 

World’s 10 richest men doubled wealth during Covid 

Source: AFP, The News, International , 2022-01-18 

The world’s 10 wealthiest men doubled their fortunes during the first two years of the coronavirus pandemic as 

poverty and inequality soared, a report said on Monday. Oxfam said the men’s wealth jumped from $700 billion to 

$1.5 trillion, at an average rate of $1.3 billion per day, in a briefing published before a virtual mini-summit of world 

leaders being held under the auspices of .....  more >> 
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‘Covid-flu joint booster jab possible’ 

Source: AFP, The News, International , 2022-01-18 

Geneva: Moderna aims to roll out a combined Covid-flu-RSV booster vaccine in late 2023, the US pharmaceutical 

firm said on Monday, hoping a joint jab would encourage people to get an annual shot. The single vaccine for Covid-

19, influenza and respiratory syncytial virus -- a common virus that causes the cold, but can be more serious for 

infants and elderly people -- could appear on the market b.....  more >> 

 

China orders disinfection of international post, packages 

Source: AFP, The News, International , 2022-01-19 

BEIJING: China's postal service has ordered workers to disinfect international deliveries and urged the public to 

reduce orders from overseas after authorities claimed mail could be the source of recent coronavirus outbreaks. 

China, where the virus first emerged in late 2019, has stuck to a strict policy of targeting zero Covid cases even as 

the rest of the world has reopened. But the coun.....  more >> 

 

British PM denies lying about lockdown party: HK to cull hamsters after Covid found in pets 

Source: AFP, The News, International , 2022-01-19 

Hong Kong: Hong Kong will cull hundreds of hamsters after some tested positive for the coronavirus, officials said 

on Tuesday, as the city pushes to maintain its strict "zero-Covid" strategy. The Chinese territory’s staunch adherence 

to the mainland’s "zero-Covid" policy has kept the number of cases low, but maintaining it has cut the finance hub off 

from the res.....  more >> 
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SDPI Engagements 

Researchers Articles 

Helpless in Shimshal 

Source: Ali Rehmat Shimshali, The News, International , 2022-01-16 

The people of Shimshal – especially women – face numerous problems including lack of communication, 

transportation, and access to quality healthcare, education, and potable tap water. Healthcare, education, 

communication, electricity, water, and economic opportunities are the basic human rights guaranteed by the 

constitution of Pakistan as well as the Universal Declaration of Human Ri.....  more >> 

 

Two years on: Policy assessment 

Source: Dr Abid Qaiyum Suleri, The News, International , 2022-01-16 

The Omicron variant’s rapid spread can be gauged from the numbers provided by the World Health Organisation 

(WHO). According to the WHO, new global Covid-19 infections increased by 55 percent to over 15 million during the 

second week of January 2022, a record high. Week-on-week, deaths reported on account of Covid-19 have increased 

by 43,000. The availability of various approved vaccines, an.....  more >> 

 

Governing the Bank 

Source: Dr Abid Qaiyum Suleri, The News, International , 2022-01-15 

The State Bank of Pakistan (SBP) Amendment Bill 2021 sailed through the National Assembly amidst the opposition’s 

protest. Some of their suggestions were already incorporated in the bill when discussed in the National Assembly 

Standing Committee on Finance. Now dual nationals are barred from serving as SBP governors, and the governor 

would have to wait two years after leaving that position b.....  more >> 

 

Responses to gender-based violence 

Source: Zahra Khalid, The Nation, Islamabad , 2022-01-21 

Gender is an immeasurable, complex and intersectional social reality in Pakistan, one that the state is still struggling 

to fully understand. Violence against women in the country is similar to a pandemic. Unfortunately, framing the status 

of women in this country is difficult because of inequality, education and legal systems, but also they restrict women 

from having rights immortalised on paper......  more >> 
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SDPI's Related News 

PM urged to explain ‘increase’ in tax payment 

Source: Sohail Sarfaz, Business Recorder, Islamabad , 2022-01-17 

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister Imran Khan should voluntarily announce the reason for a considerable increase in his 

tax payment during the tax year 2019 against the tax paid in the tax year 2018, says noted tax lawyer Waheed 

Shahzad Butt. Speaking as a guest in “Paisa Bolta Hai” with Anjum Ibrahim on Aaj News, here on Sunday, Butt stated 

that the prime minister has paid tax of Rs9,854,.....  more >> 

 

IPR violations causing revenue loss 

Source: Usman Hanif, The Express Tribune, Islamabad , 2022-01-19 

KARACHI: Violation of intellectual property rights (IPRs) is a major reason behind low foreign direct investment in 

Pakistan as well as meagre spending on research, development and innovation in businesses, said Prime Minister’s 

Economic Advisory Council member Dr Abid Qaiyum Suleri. Speaking to The Express Tribune on Tuesday, he said 

that IPR violation in the textile and garments sector, .....  more >> 

 

Kissan Card Scheme to be extended So far, 700,000 cards have been distributed in Punjab 

Source: Our Correspondent, The Express Tribune, Islamabad , 2022-01-20 

ISLAMABAD: The Agriculture Transformation Plan will ensure a prosperous future for the farmers, remarked Federal 

Minister for National Food Security and Research Syed Fakhar Imam. Chairing the 16th meeting of the National 

Coordination Committee of Agriculture Transformation Plan on Wednesday, Imam stressed the need for ensuring 

extensive outreach of the Kissan Card Scheme. He was briefed that ap.....  more >> 

 

Webinar News 

Enhanced Awareness On Behavior Change Crucial To Protect Animals' Rights: Speakers 

Source: Sumaira, UrduPoint , 2022-01-21 

ISLAMABAD, (UrduPoint / Pakistan Point News - 21st Jan, 2022 ) :The speakers at a webinar on Friday said 

enhanced awareness on behavioural change was crucial to protect animal's rights in the country as they were an 

important part of the human ecosystem ensuring natural balance in the environment. While sharing his view at the 

webinar 'IslamabadSafe for Strays', held by Sustainable De.....  more >> 

 

Behavior change crucial to protect animals’ rights 

Source: DNA, Centreline.com , 2022-01-21 

Islamabad, JAN 21: /DNA/ – The district administration is fully committed to protect animal rights. We have the 

required legal framework, laws and even high court’sjudgment on animals’ rights and the administration is taking 
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every measure to ensure compliance on these directions, saidShehryar Arif Khan, Additional Deputy Commissioner 

Islamabad while speaking at webinar on ‘Islamabad.....  more >> 

 

BEHAVIOR CHANGE CRUCIAL TO PROTECT ANIMALS’ RIGHTS 

Source: DNA News, DNA News , 2022-01-21 

Islamabad (January 21, 2022): The district administration is fully committed to protect animal rights. We have the 

required legal framework, laws and even high court’s judgment on animals’ rights and the administration is taking 

every measure to ensure compliance on these directions, said Shehryar Arif Khan, Additional Deputy Commissioner 

Islamabad, while speaking at a webinar on &lsqu.....  more >> 

 

Speakers at SDPI webinar say enhanced awareness on behavior change is crucial to protect animals’ 

rights 

Source: SABAH, SABAH , 2022-01-21 

ISLAMABAD, Jan 21 (SABAH): The district administration is fully committed to protect animal rights. We have the 

required legal framework, laws and even high court judgment on animals’ rights and the administration is taking every 

measure to ensure compliance on these directions. Shehryar Arif Khan, Additional Deputy Commissioner, Islamabad, 

said this while sharing his view at the webinar &ls.....  more >> 
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